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FICTION

Craft

Does the author use good
writing skills: strong voice,
good word choice, accurate
descriptions, interesting
dialogue and effective
imagery?

COMMENTS
See the annotation below.

Partially

NONFICTION
Are text & illustrations

Organization organized clearly? Do they

N/A

facilitate understanding &
engagement?
Some lack of detail and uncommon depictions of modern day fish camps.

Accuracy

Are the information &
illustrations accurate? Are
resources cited?

Authority

Does the author/illustrator
have background or
credentials that qualify
them to write this book?

Partially

Yes

The author, Arnold Griese, was a professor of children's literature at UAF.The
author taught for 'several years' in a one room school in Tanana and traveled by
plane to other villages where he heard tales of ancient days.

PICTURE BOOKS OR ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Artistry

Are the illustrations
skillfully rendered? Do
they complement &
extend the text?

Partially

See annotation below. The illustrator grew up in Interior Alaska and visited the
Yukon River setting, so the depiction of the setting is authentic.

Are illustrations engaging? Is

Visual Appeal the design appealing?

Partially
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CULTURAL APPROPRIATENESS

Do text & illustrations

SELECT ONE

No

Inclusiveness address racial, cultural,
and gender equality?

Cultural
Awareness

Attribution

Does the book promote
cultural awareness?

Are appropriate
attributions made to the
source of the story, if
applicable?

COMMENTS

The book does include some traditional teaching by the grandmother when
discussing the respect and spirituality shown to the salmon, the raven, and other
aspects of nature. It also shows Anna helping with the fishing process and provides
a good self-image for children.

Yes

N/A

Not known
Is controversy associated No

Cultural
with this book? (Notes
Acceptance please)

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE

Audience

Are text & illustrations
appropriate for intended
age group & audience?

SELECT ONE

COMMENTS

Yes

Better for group reading followed by discussion

Kid Factor

Will young people want to Yes
read or listen to this story?

Does the book stimulate

Yes

Engagement imagination, critical
thinking, curiosity?

This book would be good to use with elementary students. When using the book in
the classroom, it would be good to discusso how fish camps have changed over
time, and to have students discuss what they do at fish camp. The discussion could
include the methods used and the roles of various family members at fish camp.

Cultural awareness
Does this book have

Educational
value? Does it enhance
Relevance curriculum?

Yes

Out of print. Available in libraries.

Timeliness

Is the book in print or
available from libraries?

Partially

Not known

Awards

Has the Book won any
awards?

N/A
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A young Athabaskan girl and her family make the annual return to their summer fish camp where they prepare for the
long winter ahead.

One Sentence
Summary

An Athabaskan Indian girl shares the hard work and joys of life at summer fish camp on an interior Alaskan river with her
pregnant mother and grandmother. The story, originally published in Highlights for Children magazine, vividly comes to
life with realistic, watercolor illustrations. The descriptive language, full of metaphors, similes, and imagery, re-creates in
words the sights, sounds, and smells of the place. The equally detailed and descriptive pictures capture every aspect of
fish-camp activity. Both the text and pictures accurately reflect the pace of life, the spirit of cooperation, the importance of
salmon and berries as food sources, the need to respect animals and the land, the sharing of stories, seasonal changes
and life cycles, and the passing on of family traditions.

Comments, Notes,
Annotations

Additional Awards & Other Reviews:
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