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FICTION

Craft

Does the author use good
writing skills: strong voice,
good word choice, accurate
descriptions, interesting
dialogue and effective
imagery?

Yes

COMMENTS
Kirkpatrick Hill has an uncanny ability to capture the voice of a young child in
her writing. The reader is able to read this book and feel as if they are the child
who is experiencing the rich setting and characters. She seems to understand
the developmental stages of children and their perception of the world around
them

NONFICTION
Are text & illustrations

Organization organized clearly? Do they

N/A

facilitate understanding &
engagement?

Accuracy

Are the information &
illustrations accurate? Are
resources cited?

Authority

Does the author/illustrator
have background or
credentials that qualify
them to write this book?

N/A

N/A

PICTURE BOOKS OR ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Artistry

Are the illustrations
skillfully rendered? Do
they complement &
extend the text?

Yes

They depict the diverse nature of a mining town in 1920's Alaska. Cute and
playful. Depict happiness and love which is interwoven throughout the story.

Are illustrations engaging? Is

Visual Appeal the design appealing?

Yes
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CULTURAL APPROPRIATENESS

Do text & illustrations

SELECT ONE

Yes

Inclusiveness address racial, cultural,

COMMENTS

The setting is a mining camp and characters are recognized and honored for their
diverse background (Finnish, Swedish, Alaska Native, Irish, English, "good time
girls," deaf, old, young...) without judgment or dominant-culture definition.

and gender equality?

Cultural
Awareness

Attribution

Does the book promote
cultural awareness?

Are appropriate
attributions made to the
source of the story, if
applicable?

Yes

N/A

Is controversy associated Partially

Cultural
with this book? (Notes
Acceptance please)

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE

The resources are not cited, however the author makes a note that many of the
characters in this book reflect people from her childhood where she grew up in a
mining camp.

The Native people in the story are only identified as Eskimo, with no other identity
given, and speaking “Eskimo” as a language. While that may have been common at
the time of the story, it is an unusual choice for a book published recently and may
be troublesome for readers.

SELECT ONE

Audience

Are text & illustrations
appropriate for intended
age group & audience?

Kid Factor

Will young people want to Yes
read or listen to this story?

Does the book stimulate

Seemingly all cultures in this book are celebrated for what they bring to the
community. There appears to be no judgment. Bo's non-traditional family structure
hints at her being adopted by two men in a homosexual relationship, although this is
not clearly stated as the story is told through the perspective of a child.

Yes

Yes

Engagement imagination, critical

COMMENTS

This book is expertly aimed at the target age group. It is enjoyable for readers of all
ages, but primarily invites young readers with a curiosity for community and
eccentricities of community members.

Bo's character experiences life to the fullest and is filled with curiosity. She connects
with her community members and is accepted into her world despite her being
orphaned by her mother who was a "good time girl" and being raised by two men.

thinking, curiosity?

Educational
value? Does it enhance
Relevance curriculum?

Does this book have

Yes

Is the book in print or
available from libraries?

Yes

Timeliness

Awards

Has the Book won any
awards?

Yes

This would be a great read-aloud in curriculum surrounding community, Alaska's
mining history, genealogy.

American Library Association Notable Children's Books, ALA Notable Children's
Books, CCBC Choice (Univ. of WI), Scott O'Dell Award for Historical Fiction Winner
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Bo, a curious and thoughtful girl, explores the eccentricities of her mining camp community during 1920's Alaska.

One Sentence
Summary

In 1920's Alaska, Bo is adopted by an unlikely male duo after being orphaned by her mother. Curious and thoughtful she
explores the eccentricities of her mining camp community where she is loved and adored by all. Cute and playful
illustrations depict the rich diversity and transience of a mining community along the Alaskan river and the relationships
that last beyond.
Hill has lived and taught in rural Alaska for the better part of her adult life. She also authored Winter Camp, Toughboy
and Sister, Year of Miss Agnes all of which take place in rural Alaska
Pham is a Vietnamese-born illustrator who lives in California and is regarded as bringing multicultural awareness to
Comments, Notes, mainstream books.

Annotations

There is a sequel: "Bo at Iditarod Creek."

Additional Awards & Other Reviews:
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