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FICTION

Craft

Does the author use good
writing skills: strong voice,
good word choice, accurate
descriptions, interesting
dialogue and effective
imagery?

COMMENTS

Yes

NONFICTION
Are text & illustrations
Organization organized clearly? Do they
facilitate understanding &
engagement?

Accuracy

Are the information &
illustrations accurate? Are
resources cited?

Authority

Does the author/illustrator
have background or
credentials that qualify
them to write this book?

Yes

The text and illustrations are rich and informative and follow the chronological
seasons from winter to spring, documenting the yearly migration of the caribou
intertwined with other organisms that share this biome.

Yes

Illustrations are accurate and depict the route from winter in the Brooks Range
to summer in the Arctic Wildlife Refuge. Many detailed acrylic paintings of
landscape, animals and plants of this region. Author thanks Dr. David Klein,
Emeritus Professor of Wildlife Ecology at UAF for his review of the manuscript
for accuracy

Yes

Debbie Miller is also author of "Midnight Wilderness," an adult informational
book published by the Sierra Club. She has lived in northern Alaska for almost
40 years.
Illustrator Van Zyle has completed the Iditarod and is the official Iditarod Artist,
illustrating many books about Alaskan people and landscapes.

PICTURE BOOKS OR ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Artistry

Are the illustrations
skillfully rendered? Do
they complement &
extend the text?

Are illustrations engaging? Is
Visual Appeal the design appealing?

Absolutely magnificent acrylic landscapes embellish the factual text.
Yes

Yes

Illustrations are engaging to all ages and depict the vast beauty and harshness
of Interior Alaska through many seasons
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CULTURAL APPROPRIATENESS

Do text & illustrations

SELECT ONE

COMMENTS

No

Inclusiveness address racial, cultural,
and gender equality?

Cultural
Awareness

Attribution

Does the book promote
cultural awareness?

Are appropriate
attributions made to the
source of the story, if
applicable?

Yes

Yes

There is one mention that the root word of caribou is derived from Micmac Indian
word, galipu. The Micmac tribes are traditionally located in modern day
Newfoundland and southeastern Canada, where caribou are a native species.

In the author's note there is mention that historically caribou were critical to the
Cro-Magnon, and by the ancestors of many indigenous peoples of North America
and Asia. She notes that caribou continue to be a crucial resource for Athabascan
people.

Is controversy associated No

Cultural
with this book? (Notes
Acceptance please)

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE

Audience

Kid Factor

Are text & illustrations
appropriate for intended
age group & audience?

SELECT ONE

COMMENTS

Yes

Will young people want to Yes
read or listen to this story?

The main characters, a mother caribou and her newly born calf who face the perils of
survival, will capture the interest of children in the target age intended.

Yes

I think that the mother's constant efforts to keep her calves safe in their journey can
stimulate the reader. Also, the "groans in pain" of a herd member succumbing to the
wolf pack draw readers to think about the harshness of survival without illustrating
the actual kill event.

Educational
value? Does it enhance
Relevance curriculum?

Does this book have

Yes

The book was written in consultation with an Emeritus Professor of Wildlife Ecology
at the Institute of Arctic Biology & Department of Biology and Wildlife at University of
Fairbanks. It covers biological events such as predation, birth, migratory cycles and
can be very useful in enhancing curriculum.

Is the book in print or
available from libraries?

Yes

Does the book stimulate

Engagement imagination, critical
thinking, curiosity?

Timeliness

Awards

Has the Book won any
awards?

Yes

1995 Outstanding Science Trade Book for Children, National Science Teachers
Association and 1995 Society of International School Librarians Honor.
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An engaging and informative glimpse into the life-cycle of the Porcupine Caribou herd in interior Alaska through the
journey of a mother caribou and her calves.

One Sentence
Summary

Through thousands of miles and the Alaska seasons, a mother caribou and her calves endure their fretful migratory
journey across the arctic tundra. They survive river torrents, blood-thirsty swarms of mosquitoes, and escape from the
predatory grasps of a Golden Eagle and a wolf pack to live through another year. Illustrations are magnificently painted in
acrylic to show the vast beauty and harshness of northern Alaska and the resilient organisms of this biome through its
dramatic seasons.

Comments, Notes,
Annotations

Additional Awards & Other Reviews:
https://www.alaska.edu/uapress/browse/detail/index.xml?id=404
School Library Journal, starred review.
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