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FICTION

Craft

GENRE: Select One

Does the author use good
writing skills: strong voice,
good word choice, accurate
descriptions, interesting
dialogue and effective
imagery?

Yes

COMMENTS
Jean Rogers has a strong, effective authorial voice and command over tone and
character development. Her descriptions are evocative, disturbing, beautiful and
realistic. Accurate is what makes the alcoholism and domestic violence so real
and you can see it all played out in your mind as you read it.

NONFICTION
Are text & illustrations

Organization organized clearly? Do they

N/A

facilitate understanding &
engagement?

Accuracy

Are the information &
illustrations accurate? Are
resources cited?

Authority

Does the author/illustrator
have background or
credentials that qualify
them to write this book?

N/A

N/A

PICTURE BOOKS OR ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Artistry

Are the illustrations
skillfully rendered? Do
they complement &
extend the text?

Are illustrations engaging? Is
Visual Appeal the design appealing?

Yes

Yes

Yes. Munoz wonderfully captures the faces and clothing of King Island and its
residents.

Munoz has a design of her own which is similar to an authorial voice. As soon
as you see an Inuit girl in her fur parka in this specific style you know Munoz is
the illustrator!
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CULTURAL APPROPRIATENESS

Do text & illustrations

SELECT ONE

Partially

Inclusiveness address racial, cultural,

COMMENTS

It represents gender inequality within those scenes that include domestic violence
and racial inequality in regards to the hardships the Inuit people have faced for
hundreds, or even thousands, of years.

and gender equality?

Cultural
Awareness

Attribution

Does the book promote
cultural awareness?

Are appropriate
attributions made to the
source of the story, if
applicable?

Yes

Partially

Is controversy associated No

This books paints a mostly positive view of life on King Island but it doesn't insult the
people of that place by sugar coating their realities and in this way cultural
awareness is more significantly made. It also address why some must say goodbye
to that remote, but beautiful, place.

No resources cited. As this is a historical fiction chapter book, the book does include
an afterword with more information and historical context.

I did not read of any. Yet, controversy may be whether or not this book represents
contemporary King Island or cloaks them only in a fifty-year-old narrative.

Cultural
with this book? (Notes
Acceptance please)

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE

Audience

Kid Factor

Are text & illustrations
appropriate for intended
age group & audience?

SELECT ONE

Yes

Will young people want to Yes
read or listen to this story?

Does the book stimulate

Yes

COMMENTS

Yes. Some place this book in the grade 4 and up category. I moved it to 6-8th as I
think that audience and adults are more suited to the subject of this text and there
was not an option to choose two age groups. The reading level can be considered
as low as 3rd grade.

I think middle grades and high schoolers would be interested in reading or listening
to this book. There is another book by this author and illustrator called, King Island
Christmas which is frequently performed by students at their school. This book
provides background details for the narrative in that second text.

It does as one wonders what life is really like on King Island, why people still live
there, and could I or other readers imagine living there.

Engagement imagination, critical
thinking, curiosity?

Does this book have

Educational
value? Does it enhance
Relevance curriculum?

Yes

This book has value in terms of curriculum. Comparative studies between King
Island and Metlakatla would be an interesting Alaska research project. Why people
say goodbye to where they have lived would be an excellent social studies
assignment. Also, students could map where King Island is and where they live in
Alaska.
Yes.

Timeliness

Is the book in print or
available from libraries?

Yes

Not that I found.

Awards

Has the Book won any
awards?

No
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One Sentence
Summary

Set in the 1960's, this book by well known author Jean Rogers and illustrator Rie Munoz depicts life on King Island,
Alaska in an overall positive manner, although, true to the realities of village life, it is peppered with alcoholism and
domestic abuse.

Examining the past and its effect on the present are components of Social Studies standards. Historical fiction is a great
tool for students engage in numerous research projects using vocabulary, characters, setting and themes.
Rogers and Munoz maintain the highest standards of collaboration. Their combined text and images truly facilitate
understanding and engagement. Rogers, a long-standing resident of Juneau, Alaska until her death in 2013, is the
author of numerous children's books. Rie Munoz is an internationally recognized illustrator. Now deceased, her art
remains highly sought after and highly collectible.

Comments, Notes,
Annotations

Additional Awards & Other Reviews:
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