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FICTION

Craft

GENRE: Select One

Does the author use good
writing skills: strong voice,
good word choice, accurate
descriptions, interesting
dialogue and effective
imagery?

Yes

COMMENTS
The author uses folkloric storytelling to recreate the Tlingit world in the late
1800s. The interpretation is a mixture of points of view.

NONFICTION
Are text & illustrations

Organization organized clearly? Do they

N/A

facilitate understanding &
engagement?

Accuracy

Are the information &
illustrations accurate? Are
resources cited?

Authority

Does the author/illustrator
have background or
credentials that qualify
them to write this book?

N/A

Yes

Frances Lackey Paul was a teacher in Juneau; Rie Munoz lived in Juneau for
many decades.

PICTURE BOOKS OR ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Artistry

Are the illustrations
skillfully rendered? Do
they complement &
extend the text?

Partially

Early Rie Munoz illustrations strengthen the text but vintage 1970s drawings
seem a bit outdated for today's classroom

Are illustrations engaging? Is

Visual Appeal the design appealing?

Partially
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CULTURAL APPROPRIATENESS

Do text & illustrations

SELECT ONE

Yes

Inclusiveness address racial, cultural,

COMMENTS

The book tries to take the Tlingit child's point of view, however, the author and
illustrator are not Tlingit. Frances Lackey Paul was a teacher in Juneau; Rie Munoz
lived in Juneau for many decades.

and gender equality?

Old-fashioned use of the word "Indian" is throughout the book.

Cultural
Awareness

Does the book promote
cultural awareness?

Partially

Author cited sources

Attribution

Are appropriate
attributions made to the
source of the story, if
applicable?

Yes

The book is outdated and uses politically incorrect language.
Is controversy associated Yes

Cultural
with this book? (Notes
Acceptance please)

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE

SELECT ONE

COMMENTS

The illustrations are basic but do add to the text.

Audience

Are text & illustrations
appropriate for intended
age group & audience?

Yes

Maybe: the book would best be broken into chapters for elementary aged children.

Kid Factor

Will young people want to Partially
read or listen to this story?

Each chapter is a story that could spark new connections in the minds of students.
Does the book stimulate

Yes

Engagement imagination, critical
thinking, curiosity?

Does this book have

Educational
value? Does it enhance
Relevance curriculum?

Yes

Yes. This book is historically significant. It contains a world view from the 1930s, and
an anthropological look at the Juneau area from the past.
It is also significant because of the girl character, and is not a survival or adventure
story.

Out of print but widely available in libraries.

Timeliness

Is the book in print or
available from libraries?

No

Smithsonian's Notable Books for Children for 1996

Awards

Has the Book won any
awards?

Yes
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Kahtahah is a classic compendium of daily life and folktales from the Tlingit culture of the past.

One Sentence
Summary

A classic work written in the late 1930s, Katahah details ordinary life and folklore of the Tlingits around Juneau in the late
19th century. Rie Munoz's vintage monocolor illustrations add charm to this historically valuable collection.
alaskachildrensliterature.org
A neat collection of multiple folktales from all over Southeast Alaska. A great read if broken up into sections,
recommended for older children. SG

Comments, Notes,
Annotations

Additional Awards & Other Reviews:
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