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Does the author use good
writing skills: strong voice,
good word choice, accurate
descriptions, interesting
dialogue and effective
imagery?

COMMENTS
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NONFICTION
Are text & illustrations

Organization organized clearly? Do they

Yes

facilitate understanding &
engagement?

Accuracy

Are the information &
illustrations accurate? Are
resources cited?

Authority

Does the author/illustrator
have background or
credentials that qualify
them to write this book?

Yes

Author credits assistance of Debby Edwardson, Emily Ipalook Wilson (daughter
of one of the children in the book) and others in Barrow (now Utqiagvik).
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PICTURE BOOKS OR ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Artistry

Are the illustrations
skillfully rendered? Do
they complement &
extend the text?

Yes

Stylized scratchboard illustrations by Caldecott Award winner Krommes do
much to convey Arctic setting

Are illustrations engaging? Is

Visual Appeal the design appealing?

Yes
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COMMENTS

The voyage was primarily white explorers and crew, but they were accompanied by
an Inupiaq family, whose winter survival skills contributed to the survival of those
who were eventually rescued.
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Respectful depiction vetted by daughter of one of those depicted in the book.
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Are appropriate
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applicable?
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Does the book stimulate
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COMMENTS

The stylized illustrations are appropriate for the intended audience of this otherwise
gruesome tale.

The text is long for beginning readers and the illustrations might not initially attract
older readers, but the story is an amazing survival story that will draw kids in if used
as a read aloud. The presence of two children and their pet cat will help draw
students into the setting.

Yes
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In this true Arctic survival story of the 1913 voyage of a boat named Karluk (Fish), which drifted in sea ice from the coast
of Alaska to Wrangel Island above Siberia, some voyagers died, but some miraculously survived the 14-month ordeal.

One Sentence
Summary

Comments, Notes, The 1913 classic and true survival story of the some of the passengers of the Ill-fated boat, the Karluk (Fish) , has been
Annotations
the topic of a number of books for adults and this picture book for children. Martin spins the tale for children slowly and
deliberately but maintains interest by focusing on an Inupiaq family with two young girls and a pet cat who survived a 14
month ordeal off the coasts of Alaska and Siberia. After the ordeal ends and her tale is finished, Martin provides a list of
the passengers and crew of the Karluk and even the animals on board. The final page of black and white photos
reminds us that we have read a story about real people.

Additional Awards & Other Reviews:
" ALA Notable Book
" Bulletin Blue Ribbon Book
" Riverbank Review Finalist
" Notable Social Studies Trade book
" winner of The Golden Kite Award for Illustration
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