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Select One

FICTION

Craft

GENRE: Select One

Does the author use good
writing skills: strong voice,
good word choice, accurate
descriptions, interesting
dialogue and effective
imagery?

Partially

COMMENTS
This what I would call a hybrid book. Some of it is factual and tells the true
account, including excellent and engaging photographs, of Lootas's rescue.
However, it provides a fictional acct. of the sea otter's birth and events prior to
rescue. It is a very interesting, partially factual, docu-drama of this otter's life.

NONFICTION
Are text & illustrations
Organization organized clearly? Do they
facilitate understanding &
engagement?

Accuracy

Are the information &
illustrations accurate? Are
resources cited?

Authority

Does the author/illustrator
have background or
credentials that qualify
them to write this book?

Yes

Partially

The photographs, in an interesting way, provide more validity and authentic
value to the narrative.

Partially true as stated above. Both fiction and non-fiction elements are included
in the text. Lootas was rescued and cared for at the Seattle Aquarium, home of
an award-winning sea otter breeding program. In fact part of the book's
proceeds benefit that program.

Claire Hodgson Meekeran is an award-winning author of 12 children's books.
Yes

C. J. Casson is a marine biologist at the Seattle Aquarium.

PICTURE BOOKS OR ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Artistry

Are the illustrations
skillfully rendered? Do
they complement &
extend the text?

Are illustrations engaging? Is
Visual Appeal the design appealing?

Yes

The photographs are what give the book its true appeal! A cute little sea otter
close up is hard to resist.

The photographs are very engaging and placement within the text is appealing.

Yes
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CULTURAL APPROPRIATENESS

Do text & illustrations

SELECT ONE

COMMENTS

N/A

Inclusiveness address racial, cultural,
and gender equality?

Cultural
Awareness

Attribution

Does the book promote
cultural awareness?

Are appropriate
attributions made to the
source of the story, if
applicable?

N/A

Yes

They are made to the Seattle Aquarium, home of an award-winning sea otter
breeding program and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

Is controversy associated No

Cultural
with this book? (Notes
Acceptance please)

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE

Audience

Kid Factor

Are text & illustrations
appropriate for intended
age group & audience?

SELECT ONE

Yes

Will young people want to Yes
read or listen to this story?

Does the book stimulate

COMMENTS

It is a young child's picture book, but the story and the photographs are appealing for
all family members and readers.

Absolutely! Some children have even visited this special sea otter at the Seattle
Aquarium.

Yes

Engagement imagination, critical
thinking, curiosity?

Does this book have

Educational
value? Does it enhance
Relevance curriculum?

Yes

It demonstrates that animals, like humans, seek security, love and affection. Baby
animals require patience, tenderness and attentive caregivers, like human babies.
This is a great link for those teaching in the North Slope who are looking for books
that demonstrate the relationship between people and animals.

Yes. It is also nationally available..

Timeliness

Is the book in print or
available from libraries?

Yes

Selected as a 1999 Notable Books for Children by Smithsonian Magazine

Awards

Has the Book won any
awards?

Yes
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This young child's picture book is a partially fictionalized account of the rescue, adoption and care of the sea otter
Lootas, documented with engaging and endearing photographs.

One Sentence
Summary

Comments, Notes,
Annotations

Additional Awards & Other Reviews:
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