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FICTION

Craft

GENRE: Select One

Does the author use good
writing skills: strong voice,
good word choice, accurate
descriptions, interesting
dialogue and effective
imagery?

COMMENTS

N/A

NONFICTION
Are text & illustrations
Organization organized clearly? Do they
facilitate understanding &
engagement?

Accuracy

Are the information &
illustrations accurate? Are
resources cited?

Authority

Does the author/illustrator
have background or
credentials that qualify
them to write this book?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Together they provide a historical background to Murie's life and Fairbanks,
Alaska in the early 20th Century.

The information is historically true regarding Murie and her fascinating life and
scientific contributions, as well as those of her husband Olaus Murie. (Their
honeymoon was a caribou research expedition in Alaska's Brooks Range led a
by dogsled.)

Jennifer Bryant is the author of several young adult books. She was won the
Caldecott Medal and Golden Kite Award for Picture Book Illustration
Antonio Castro, a Mexican artist who lives in El Paso, Texas has illustrated
numerous books and has received awards for his artistry, which includes mural
painting.

PICTURE BOOKS OR ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Artistry

Are the illustrations
skillfully rendered? Do
they complement &
extend the text?

Are illustrations engaging? Is
Visual Appeal the design appealing?

Yes

Yes

Yes. However, as this is a chapter book, the weight of the story is within the
written text.

The cover is inviting and appealing. The illustrated cover portrait shows a
smiling, fur lined parka-wearing non-Native woman who projects self-confidence
and a love of Alaska.
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CULTURAL APPROPRIATENESS

Do text & illustrations

SELECT ONE

Yes

Inclusiveness address racial, cultural,

COMMENTS

Gender equality! She is called a "wilderness warrior" by some writers and this is
within a state that is, although matriarchal in many of the Native communities,
viewed by many Lower 48 readers as dominated by the muscle and grit of men.

and gender equality?

Cultural
Awareness

Does the book promote
cultural awareness?

Yes

Yes, in that it identifies work done to sustain the wilderness that sustains
subsistence lifestyles.

As this is a biography, historical and factual details are attributed within the text.

Attribution

Are appropriate
attributions made to the
source of the story, if
applicable?

Yes

Is controversy associated Partially

Cultural
with this book? (Notes
Acceptance please)

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE

Audience

Kid Factor

Are text & illustrations
appropriate for intended
age group & audience?

SELECT ONE

Yes

Will young people want to Yes
read or listen to this story?

Does the book stimulate

Yes. A biography chapter book should not be weighed down with illustrations.
Instead, the text should construct scenes within the reader's mind that are
captivating, adventurous and engaging, as this book does.

Absolutely. This is the story of an amazing woman who spent decades as a scientist,
and wife, out in the Alaskan wilderness. This is a story that should be a movie.

Yes

Yes

Enormous. Science, women's studies, women in science, wilderness preservation,
Alaska (and specifically Fairbanks) history and more. History of the University of
Alaska and its inclusion of women in science programs during the early twentieth
century.

thinking, curiosity?

Does this book have

COMMENTS

Imagination is the playground of science. This is a story of a woman field scientist
who spends much of her life with her husband living in a log cabin in the Alaskan
wilderness. It reminds us that this vast landscape is loved and protected by diverse,
passionate people.

Engagement imagination, critical

Educational
value? Does it enhance
Relevance curriculum?

The politics of preserving the wilderness of Alaska's frontier are always controversial
and that includes those involved in that preservation, especially scientists and even
more so a woman scientist in the early twentieth century.

Is the book in print or
available from libraries?

Yes

Timeliness

Has the Book won any
awards?

No

Awards

Available through interlibrary loan, and used. There is a newer book about her life
called, "Arctic Dance: The Mardy Murie Story" (2002) by Charles Craighead and
Bonnie Kreps
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An excellent biography of the early twentieth-century, Alaskan woman scientist, Margaret Murie, who became the first
woman to graduate from the University of Alaska and was later named the "godmother of the environmental movement."

One Sentence
Summary

This is a rare and excellent example of Alaskan women"s studies via the incredible and accomplished life of Margaret
Murie, known as "godmother of the environmental movement."

Comments, Notes,
Annotations

Additional Awards & Other Reviews:
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