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FICTION

Craft

GENRE: Select One

Does the author use good
writing skills: strong voice,
good word choice, accurate
descriptions, interesting
dialogue and effective
imagery?

COMMENTS

Yes

This is a work of excellent literature that uses evocative and insightful language
to tell the story of of a handful of Alaskan native children, ranging in ages,
discovering where home is and what it means to act on what you know is the
truth.

Yes

There are no illustrations within the text. The story is a carefully crafted story
that facilitates understanding and engagement while simultaneously provoking
questions that always don't have answers. How can someone give children
radio-active "juice" and make them swallow it? Many died of cancer.

NONFICTION
Are text & illustrations
Organization organized clearly? Do they
facilitate understanding &
engagement?

Accuracy

Are the information &
illustrations accurate? Are
resources cited?

Authority

Does the author/illustrator
have background or
credentials that qualify
them to write this book?

N/A

Yes

PICTURE BOOKS OR ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Artistry

Are the illustrations
skillfully rendered? Do
they complement &
extend the text?

N/A

Are illustrations engaging? Is

Visual Appeal the design appealing?

N/A
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CULTURAL APPROPRIATENESS

Do text & illustrations

SELECT ONE

Yes

COMMENTS

The book speaks to how literacy skills were used to advocate for the truth and for the
rights of Native Americans.

Inclusiveness address racial, cultural,
and gender equality?

It is steeped in narrative that provides cultural awareness to readers near and far.

Cultural
Awareness

Attribution

Does the book promote
cultural awareness?

Are appropriate
attributions made to the
source of the story, if
applicable?

Yes

Partially

Is controversy associated Yes

Cultural
with this book? (Notes
Acceptance please)

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE

Audience

Kid Factor

Are text & illustrations
appropriate for intended
age group & audience?

Yes

Timeliness

Is the book in print or
available from libraries?

The text is appropriate for older elementary students and adults. There are some
disturbing sections of the book that may need to be discussed in a safe forum with
well prepared and informed teachers and community elders and leaders.

I want this story read on PBS if it hasn't been already. Or made into a play so it can
gain national and international recognition and Tony awards. This is a powerful
narrative on student voice and the power of telling the truth.

Yes

Yes

Broad reaching value. Boarding schools, displacement, otherness, WWII, involuntary
radioactive testing - to only name a few topics. Social studies, science, people,
place, history, art, cultural capital and the freedom of speech! It has huge value! It is
literature. It is art!

thinking, curiosity?

Does this book have

COMMENTS

It stimulates reflective, critical thinking on topics just newly unearthed and ones
which publishers are now willing to print. Give voice to the unspoken past and you
shake the historical time line - that is often confronted and resisted. This book
bypassed that resistance and speaks for thousands who have suffered.

Engagement imagination, critical

Educational
value? Does it enhance
Relevance curriculum?

Give voice to the previously unheard and silenced population and there will be
controversy. I did not find print materials or citations regarding controversy, but as a
previous Barrow, Alaska resident I heard it and I heard it when I bought this book at
the library book sale there.

SELECT ONE

Will young people want to Yes
read or listen to this story?

Does the book stimulate

This story is authored by a thirty-year resident of Barrow, Alaska, and some threads
of the story are based on her husband's boarding school experiences.
See Beverly Slapin's review:
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/search?q=my+name+is
+not+easy
The author is a 30-year resident of Utqiavik (Barrow)

Yes

Yes. More copies need to be purchased for the national library shelves that it should
be housed within.

2011 National Book Award finalist for Young People's Literature.

Awards

Has the Book won any
awards?

Partially
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This the powerful and emotional story of of a handful of Alaska Native children, attending a Catholic boarding school,
discovering where home is and what it means to act on what you know is the truth.

One Sentence
Summary

This amazingly crafted work of literature invites the reader to see the igloos of the Arctic and the bomb shelter of
President John F. Kennedy, before his assassination, in a tightly woven comparative paragraph. Have you ever imagined
the plume of the Atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima in the same mental breath as a whale's spray of air through its blow
hole? This is the best writing and it is an Alaskan narrative written by an Alaskan.
The story is carefully crafted. It facilitates understanding and engagement while simultaneously provoking questions that
always don't have answers. How can someone give children radio-active "juice" and make them swallow it? Many died of
cancer.

Comments, Notes,
Annotations

Additional Awards & Other Reviews:
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