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FICTION

Craft

GENRE: Select One

Does the author use good
writing skills: strong voice,
good word choice, accurate
descriptions, interesting
dialogue and effective
imagery?

Partially

COMMENTS
While the story is very interesting, the book might be difficult for some young
readers to engage with without prior activities to introduce them to this period in
Alaska's history. It may be more appealing and interesting to an adult interested
in New England whaling history or Inupiaq history.

NONFICTION
Are text & illustrations

Organization organized clearly? Do they

N/A

facilitate understanding &
engagement?

Accuracy

Are the information &
illustrations accurate? Are
resources cited?

Authority

Does the author/illustrator
have background or
credentials that qualify
them to write this book?

N/A

N/A

PICTURE BOOKS OR ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Artistry

Are the illustrations
skillfully rendered? Do
they complement &
extend the text?

Are illustrations engaging? Is
Visual Appeal the design appealing?

Yes

Yes

Howard Rock's oil paintings lend warmth to the Arctic environment with which
he was intimately familiar, and they provide a nice visual accompaniment to the
descriptions in the book. Smaller ink drawings scattered throughout further
enhance the text.

The oil paintings and pen and ink sketches are truly works of art and very
engaging.
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CULTURAL APPROPRIATENESS

Do text & illustrations

SELECT ONE

Partially

COMMENTS

When the whalers come to trade with the Eskimos - some racial or cultural inequality
within their actions is portrayed.

Inclusiveness address racial, cultural,
and gender equality?

Cultural
Awareness

Attribution

Does the book promote
cultural awareness?

Are appropriate
attributions made to the
source of the story, if
applicable?

Yes

Partially

Is controversy associated No

Cultural
with this book? (Notes
Acceptance please)

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE

Audience

Kid Factor

Yes, it weaves Alaska native culture into the culture of New England whaling. The
book is historical fiction and so partial information is affirmed via time, place and
setting.

In some partial ways attributions are made via time, place and events.
Howard 'Weyahok' Rock, an Inupiat from Point Hope, was a well-known Native
activist and editor of The Tundra Times.
Frances Kittredge is a non-Native author who lived in Wales, Alaska among Inupiaq
families around 1900.
http://ankn.uaf.edu/Resources/mod/glossary/showentry.php?
courseid=8&eid=9137&displayformat=dictionary
This book received a positive review in the Alaska Native Knowledge Network

SELECT ONE

COMMENTS

Yes

They are very appropriate. The text and wonderful oil paintings, including smaller
pen and ink drawings that accompany each new chapter, anchor the reader in this
adventurous historical fiction.

Will young people want to Yes
read or listen to this story?

Absolutely. A year in a life is always a fascinating adventure which comes with its
own linear progression - the passing of time is represented in the movement of the
narrative. However, it may not engage some readers without introduction via other
cultural activities or nineteenth-century context.

Does the book stimulate

Yes, as the reader can't really image or predict the seven-year-old boy's behavior or
life since it is not often depicted in history or narrative of whaling outside of the North
Slope. It affirms Native lives within the historical content of literature.

Are text & illustrations
appropriate for intended
age group & audience?

Yes

Engagement imagination, critical
thinking, curiosity?

Does this book have

Educational
value? Does it enhance
Relevance curriculum?

Yes

This book has great value as it weave the life of an Eskimo boy into a mostly
European history of whaling and maritime life during the late nineteenth century.

Available used and in libraries.

Is the book in print or
available from libraries?

Yes

Timeliness

Has the Book won any
awards?

No

Awards
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This book uses an interweaving of art, history and literature to narrate one year in the life our a young Inupiat Eskimo boy
at end of the nineteenth century and New England whaling.

One Sentence
Summary

Neeluk, a seven year old Inupiat boy, is followed through a year of his life in Wales, Alaska in the late 1800s. The reader
is provided with a glimpse of traditional Inupiat lifestyles in the early days of contact with the outside world. In simple
narrative, we learn about the events that mark a year beginning in July and ending with the whaling season in June - the
climax of the Inupiat year according to the author. A child’s perspective is held throughout the book, and a sense of
wonder comes through clearly. In many ways Neeluk’s days reflect those of any western child, whether they involve play
with friends, a new puppy or the acquisition of new toys. But for Neeluk, these things all connect to serious goals that will
Comments, Notes, lead to success in life including a future as a successful hunter or a wise trader.

Annotations

Howard ‘Weyahok’ Rock’s bright oil paintings lend warmth to the Arctic environment with which he was intimately
familiar, and they provide a nice visual accompaniment to the descriptions in the book. Smaller ink drawings scattered
throughout further enhance the text. alaskachildrensliterature.org

Additional Awards & Other Reviews:
Alaska Native Knowledge Network:
http://ankn.uaf.edu/Resources/mod/glossary/showentry.php?
courseid=8&eid=9137&displayformat=dictionary

From School Library Journal
Gr 2-6-Told in very simple prose, this series of stories follows the life of
seven-year-old Neeluk, an Inupiat of western Alaska in the late 1800s,
through an Arctic year. The quietness of the narrative and the
remoteness of the setting and time might seem a dubious attraction to
young readers; however, adults will want to help them find these
stories of everyday life in a village of subsistence hunters because of
the unique picture they provide. The author was a visitor to the Inupiaq
village of Wales for two years beginning in 1900. More than 30 years
later, Kittredge produced these stories of Neeluk, a fun-loving but
thoughtful character, based on her notes and interviews from her
Alaskan days. Kittredge died in 1940, so it was left to her grandniece to
reassemble the stories and Rock's oil paintings and line drawings that
now accompany each story. She checked the authenticity and validity
of the stories with people of present-day Wales and has given all of us
the unusual gift of a window into another time and place. This is a
well-designed document of a life that is often "exoticized." It is all the
more remarkable that it is accessible to elementary students.
Sue Sherif, Alaska State Library, Anchorage
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