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FICTION

Craft

Does the author use good
writing skills: strong voice,
good word choice, accurate
descriptions, interesting
dialogue and effective
imagery?

COMMENTS

Yes

NONFICTION
The story is told in a linear narrative with realistic illustrations.
Are text & illustrations
Organization organized clearly? Do they
facilitate understanding &
engagement?

Accuracy

Are the information &
illustrations accurate? Are
resources cited?

Authority

Does the author/illustrator
have background or
credentials that qualify
them to write this book?

Yes

Yes

Yes

The author is writing about his own experience so the accuracy of his
descriptions are based on his perspective.

John Muir was an avid mountaineer, geologist, botanist, ethnographer, and
conservationist. He is well qualified to write about his adventures.

PICTURE BOOKS OR ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Artistry

Are the illustrations
skillfully rendered? Do
they complement &
extend the text?

The illustrations are realistic representations of Southeastern Alaskan grandeur.
Yes

Are illustrations engaging? Is

Visual Appeal the design appealing?

Yes
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CULTURAL APPROPRIATENESS

Do text & illustrations

SELECT ONE

Yes

COMMENTS

Member of this expedition were Tlingit and are regarded by him as apt and proficient
in their skills.

Inclusiveness address racial, cultural,
and gender equality?

Cultural
Awareness

Attribution

Does the book promote
cultural awareness?

Are appropriate
attributions made to the
source of the story, if
applicable?

Partially

Yes

Is controversy associated No

Cultural
with this book? (Notes
Acceptance please)

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE

Audience

Kid Factor

Are text & illustrations
appropriate for intended
age group & audience?

SELECT ONE

Partially

Illustrations are beautiful and can reach the intended audience in relaying Alaska's
grandiosity.
Text is literary and thus may be difficult for some readers to navigate.

Will young people want to Partially
read or listen to this story?

Does the book stimulate

COMMENTS

Yes

Depends on the maturity level. The language is thick and full of vocabulary
vernacular of 1903. It is poetic, yet could be cumbersome to some young readers.

This is a book of hair raising adventure told with literary depth and charm. Evokes
deeper thinking in readers.

Engagement imagination, critical
thinking, curiosity?

Educational
value? Does it enhance
Relevance curriculum?

Does this book have

Yes

Is the book in print or
available from libraries?

Yes

Timeliness

Has the Book won any
awards?

No

Awards

This would be a great book to pair with cross-cultural curriculum such as science,
geology, conservation, mountaineering, math, Alaska history.
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On a scientific expedition, adventurer and conservationist John Muir, along with the aloof and sage pup Stickeen,
become stranded on a glacier with only one way out, over a knife-thin ice bridge.

One Sentence
Summary

On an expedition to Fort Wrangle in 1880 an aloof and sage two-year-old pup joins John Muir, the future founder of the
Sierra Club and avid protector of the wilderness, on a canoe journey to explore Alaska’s wild places. In an adventure
through a blustery storm Muir and Stickeen are faced with life or death decisions during their trans-glacier traverse.
Stoicism is replaced with fear of death and then jubilation on the other side. Muir waxes poetic in his kinship with the wild
places on Earth, painting a vivid picture of his adventure as well as lulling readers into an exploration of what it means to
be in this world.
John Muir is one of the most literary writers there ever was, but his writing is still deliciously palatable for the

Comments, Notes, contemporary reader. His writings grandly describe the setting of his adventures and inspire self-reflection by the reader.
Annotations

Additional Awards & Other Reviews:
http://vault.sierraclub.org/john_muir_exhibit/bibliographic_resources/bo
ok_reviews/stickeen_review_by_bade.aspx
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