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FICTION

Craft

GENRE: Select One

Does the author use good
writing skills: strong voice,
good word choice, accurate
descriptions, interesting
dialogue and effective
imagery?

Yes

COMMENTS
The author tells an exciting tale of disaster and survival with good pacing
between action and introspection.

NONFICTION
Are text & illustrations

Organization organized clearly? Do they

N/A

facilitate understanding &
engagement?

Accuracy

Are the information &
illustrations accurate? Are
resources cited?

Authority

Does the author/illustrator
have background or
credentials that qualify
them to write this book?

N/A

N/A

PICTURE BOOKS OR ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Artistry

Are the illustrations
skillfully rendered? Do
they complement &
extend the text?

Are illustrations engaging? Is
Visual Appeal the design appealing?

Partially

The cover conveys the adventure/survival theme. Occasional black & white
illustrations are well done and enhance the story. Overall design effectively
differentiates between flashbacks and present action.

The chapter headings are not attractive.

Partially
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CULTURAL APPROPRIATENESS

Do text & illustrations

SELECT ONE

COMMENTS

No

Inclusiveness address racial, cultural,
and gender equality?

Awareness of the wilderness and non-mainstream values.

Cultural
Awareness

Attribution

Does the book promote
cultural awareness?

Are appropriate
attributions made to the
source of the story, if
applicable?

Partially

N/A

Is controversy associated No

Cultural
with this book? (Notes
Acceptance please)

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE

Audience

Kid Factor

Are text & illustrations
appropriate for intended
age group & audience?

SELECT ONE

Yes

Will young people want to Yes
read or listen to this story?

Does the book stimulate

COMMENTS

Yes

Engagement imagination, critical

The action/survival plot may appeal most readily to boys but the story has a strong
emotional component, as well, that should appeal to both boys and girls.

Themes of survival (physical and emotional), grief, coping with loss, and family
relations will engage readers and encourage them to think about how they would
survive in the wilderness, as well as navigate difficult emotional issues.

thinking, curiosity?

It ties to ecology, wilderness studies, survival, resilience, and relationships.

Educational
value? Does it enhance
Relevance curriculum?

Does this book have

Yes

Is the book in print or
available from libraries?

Yes

Timeliness

Has the Book won any
awards?

No

Awards
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One Sentence
Summary

This thrilling adventure begins after a sea kayaking trip takes a dangerous turn and Tom Parker is stranded on the
remote, outer coast of the unpopulated Bear Island in the rough terrains of the Alaskan wilderness. With only a small
survival kit in his pocket

A sequel is planned for 2018.

Comments, Notes,
Annotations

Additional Awards & Other Reviews:
Junior Library Guild
Scholastic Reading Club

Page 3 of 3

