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FICTION

Craft

GENRE: Select One

Does the author use good
writing skills: strong voice,
good word choice, accurate
descriptions, interesting
dialogue and effective
imagery?

Yes

COMMENTS
The writing is simple and clearly tells a chronological story of the salmon life
cycle as a young Athabascan girl embodies the salmon. The moral of
responsibility in harvesting is conveyed through the descriptions and imagery.

NONFICTION
Are text & illustrations

Organization organized clearly? Do they

N/A

facilitate understanding &
engagement?

Accuracy

Are the information &
illustrations accurate? Are
resources cited?

Authority

Does the author/illustrator
have background or
credentials that qualify
them to write this book?

N/A

N/A

PICTURE BOOKS OR ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Artistry

Are the illustrations
skillfully rendered? Do
they complement &
extend the text?

Are illustrations engaging? Is
Visual Appeal the design appealing?

Yes

Yes

Block-print illustrations in a color scheme of blues, greens, yellows and black
give the story an organic feel which matches the biological nature of the story.

Images are masterfully patterned. The objects in the drawings extend out of
their thick black frames, which gives a three-dimensional feel and makes the
subjects lively.

Page 1 of 3

CULTURAL APPROPRIATENESS

Do text & illustrations

SELECT ONE

COMMENTS

N/A

Inclusiveness address racial, cultural,
and gender equality?

Cultural
Awareness

Attribution

Does the book promote
cultural awareness?

Are appropriate
attributions made to the
source of the story, if
applicable?

Yes

This is a retelling of a traditional Athabascan oral tradition passed down through the
generations to explain the life-cycle of the salmon and ethics surrounding harvest.
The morals are clear and describe traditional Athabascan core values of hard work,
respect for nature and practice of traditions.

Yes

The author's note in the preface gives credit to the source by stating that this is a
retelling of a traditional tale as narrated by Miska Deaphon, an elder from the
Athabascan village of Nicolai on the South Fork of the Kuskokwim River. Book is
part of a collection produced by the National Bilingual Materials at U.A.A.

Is controversy associated Yes

http://www.ankn.uaf.edu/IKS/HAIL/CCS620reviews.html#swam
This H.A.I.L. reviewer felt that the book was not true to the original story.

Cultural
with this book? (Notes
Acceptance please)

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE

Audience

Kid Factor

Are text & illustrations
appropriate for intended
age group & audience?

SELECT ONE

Yes

Will young people want to Yes
read or listen to this story?

Does the book stimulate

Yes

COMMENTS

The author notes this book is intended for ages 7 and up, but I think the audience
scope is much more broad. The illustrations are lively.

Salmon is still a large staple for contemporary Alaskan children, both urban and
rural, as well as both a recreational and subsistence activity. This story has stood the
test of time and has an interesting take on the salmon biological life cycle and
spiritual sacredness of a valued food source.

Because the main character transforms into a fish, the story has a magical tone that
engages children's curiosity and imagination.

Engagement imagination, critical
thinking, curiosity?

Does this book have

Educational
value? Does it enhance
Relevance curriculum?

Yes

This story can enhance cross-curricular topics of science, social studies, literature,
writing.

Out of print but widely available in libraries.

Is the book in print or
available from libraries?

Partially

Timeliness

Has the Book won any
awards?

No

Awards
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A young Athabascan girl embodies a salmon and learns lessons about how her people should celebrate the salmon's
return up the river to their village as honored guests.

One Sentence
Summary

Part of a collection entitled Nikolai Hwch'ihwzoya, kept at the National Bilingual Materials Development Center at U.A.A.
A retelling of an Alaskan traditional myth that explains the life cycle of the King salmon. A young Athabascan girl falls into
the river as she awaits the yearly return of the salmon that her people's survival depends on. She then magically
transforms into a salmon and over two years travels to sea and back where she listens to the fish and learns lessons
about how her people should celebrate the salmon's return up the river to their village as honored guests. Block-print
illustrations in a cooling color scheme of blues, greens, yellows and black give the story an organic feel which matches
the biological nature of the story.

Comments, Notes,
An Athabaskan girl falls into the river and turns into a salmon. As she migrates with the salmon, she learns the respect
Annotations

the salmon expect from people. She returns to her home, and teaches her people this knowledge so they might always
have food. Exceptional picture book with scratch board illustrations. alaskachildrensliterature.org
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