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FICTION

Craft

GENRE: Select One

Does the author use good
writing skills: strong voice,
good word choice, accurate
descriptions, interesting
dialogue and effective
imagery?

Yes

COMMENTS
Yes. This is a beautiful intergenerational story about the wisdom of a
grandmother called upon during a time of war, invasion and fear.
Arnold A.Griese is the author of several Alaska-themed children's books. He has
been involved with the Athabaskan people since 1951 He lived with his wife in
Fairbanks, Alaska.

NONFICTION
Are text & illustrations

Organization organized clearly? Do they

N/A

facilitate understanding &
engagement?

Accuracy

Are the information &
illustrations accurate? Are
resources cited?

Authority

Does the author/illustrator
have background or
credentials that qualify
them to write this book?

N/A

N/A

PICTURE BOOKS OR ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Artistry

Are the illustrations
skillfully rendered? Do
they complement &
extend the text?

Are illustrations engaging? Is
Visual Appeal the design appealing?

Yes

The illustrator has a style well known by Alaskan readers and is much favored.
She is the author/illustrator of On Mother's Lap, a beloved picture book.

Yes. The cover art evokes the content of the book.

Yes
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CULTURAL APPROPRIATENESS

Do text & illustrations

SELECT ONE

Yes

Inclusiveness address racial, cultural,

COMMENTS

Racial injustice - the displacement, abuse and violence of the Japanese against
Alaskan Aleuts.
The resourcefulness and compassion of the children is remarkable.

and gender equality?

Cultural
Awareness

Attribution

Does the book promote
cultural awareness?

Are appropriate
attributions made to the
source of the story, if
applicable?

Yes

Partially

The story includes the history of the Aleut people. The history of the Japanese
invasion of this Aleutian island has been missing in textbooks and fictional
narratives. In the past few decades, stories such as this one are being published and
finding their way onto bookshelves and into curriculum.

Historical fiction relies on factual information to tell its story. That includes setting,
historical events, people and the time the events occurred.

Is controversy associated No

Cultural
with this book? (Notes
Acceptance please)

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE

Audience

Kid Factor

Are text & illustrations
appropriate for intended
age group & audience?

SELECT ONE

Yes

Will young people want to Yes
read or listen to this story?

Does the book stimulate

Yes

COMMENTS

The cover illustration informs readers immediately that something is wrong and that
our two characters will depend on each other to survive whatever they are about to
tell us.

The riveting story is told from a child's perspective. It speaks of war and the cruelties
of war via the experiences of this sister and her brother.

This is a problem-solving narrative. How do we overcome fear and isolation to gain
recovery and the return to where we call home?

Engagement imagination, critical
thinking, curiosity?

Does this book have

Educational
value? Does it enhance
Relevance curriculum?

Yes

Is the book in print or
available from libraries?

Yes

Timeliness

Has the Book won any
awards?

No

Awards

This is a significant story about Alaska's WWII history told from a child-centered
viewpoint. The invasion of Attu by the Japanese and the forced displacement and
encampment of its Aleut inhabitants remains absent from many history books and
classroom curriculum.

It is available used for purchase through Amazon, and is widely found in Alaska
libraries.
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One Sentence
Summary

This is an intergenerational story about 10-year-old, Alaska Native Sasan and her younger brother Sidakth, who are
living on the island of Attu when the Japanese invade during WWII. They call upon the wisdom of their grandmother to
survive during a time of war, invasion and fear.

Themes of compassion, trust and tolerance go along with the story’s idea that the Old Ways need to be preserved while
learning from the new. Lessons learned from their grandmother, such as love your enemy and troubles pass like the
wind, help Sasan and Sidak escape and bring help to their captured village. alaskachildrensliterature.org
Another book on the same subject for a slightly older audience is "Aleutian Sparrow."

Comments, Notes,
Annotations

Additional Awards & Other Reviews:
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