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FICTION

Craft

GENRE: Select One

Does the author use good
writing skills: strong voice,
good word choice, accurate
descriptions, interesting
dialogue and effective
imagery?

Partially

COMMENTS
Somewhat forced in its effort to cover a vast amount of cultural and natural
history, so it comes off as didactic. It does tell an inspiring story about the
strength of the Alutiq people, however the book tells the reader this rather than
allowing the reader to infer it.

NONFICTION
Are text & illustrations

Organization organized clearly? Do they

N/A

facilitate understanding &
engagement?
Since an elder told the story, I have to infer that his information is accurate.

Accuracy

Are the information &
illustrations accurate? Are
resources cited?

Authority

Does the author/illustrator
have background or
credentials that qualify
them to write this book?

Yes

Yes

Alisha Drabek is Alutiq and lives in Kodiak. Her co-writer, Karen Adams is an
archaeologist. The illustrator, Gloria Selby is Alutiq and was raised in Afognak
until the tsunami destroyed the village.

PICTURE BOOKS OR ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Artistry

Are the illustrations
skillfully rendered? Do
they complement &
extend the text?

Partially

The illustrations are somewhat primitive. A beautiful full-page portrait of apaa,
who is a recently deceased Afognak elder, is the best illustration.

Are illustrations engaging? Is

Visual Appeal the design appealing?

Partially
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CULTURAL APPROPRIATENESS

Do text & illustrations

SELECT ONE

COMMENTS

No

Inclusiveness address racial, cultural,
and gender equality?

Cultural
Awareness

Attribution

Does the book promote
cultural awareness?

Are appropriate
attributions made to the
source of the story, if
applicable?

Yes

Yes

The people in the story, apaa and two boys, speak natural English sprinkled liberally
with Alutiq words, which are defined nearby.

The names of 12 village elders and the 12 members of the Village of Afognak Tribal
Council are listed at the back of the book. Additionally, other experts such as
linguists, teachers and scientists are listed. Obviously, a committee wrote or
contributed to this.

Is controversy associated No

Cultural
with this book? (Notes
Acceptance please)

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE

Audience

Kid Factor

Are text & illustrations
appropriate for intended
age group & audience?

SELECT ONE

Partially

Will young people want to Partially
read or listen to this story?

Does the book stimulate

Partially

Engagement imagination, critical
thinking, curiosity?

Does this book have

Educational
value? Does it enhance
Relevance curriculum?

COMMENTS

The language includes about 30 Alutiq words right in the text. This makes the text
very rich in language teaching, but difficult for a non-speaker to read aloud without
preparation. Pronunciation guides and definitions of the words are provided.

I doubt if many children would pick this up on their own. I think it would work best as
a read aloud by a well-informed teacher. The Village of Afognak published the book,
obviously as a teaching tool. It is printed with a soft cover and thick matte pages. It
has the look of a self-published book.

The story is very interesting in that the red cedar provides a mystery from which to
approach the history of the village. The solution to the mystery is approached both
via storytelling and Western science. A skilled teacher could ask the children what
their hypotheses about the log are prior to reading the book.

Yes

Not sure if still in print

Is the book in print or
available from libraries?

Partially

Timeliness

Has the Book won any
awards?

No

Awards
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One Sentence
Summary

Two little Alutiiq boys find a huge log in the forest near their village of Afognak. Their apaa (grandfather) recounts what
happened to him and his family in 1964 when a huge tidal wave swept over Afognak most likely leaving this red cedar log
in its wake.

The Red Cedar of Afognak is an informational picture book. A short story ties together a wealth of information about
Afognak Village, its people and natural history. The story centers on a huge log that two little boys found in the forest
near their village. Their apaa tells the story of the log, weaving in knowledge about the tides, the natural vegetation, and
the history of Afognak's people. A full color watercolor painting fills each right hand page, while the text and other
"information bites" cover the left hand pages. Schematic drawings, maps, a tide table and Alutiq words are found on each
two page spread. The log is red cedar, a tree that doesn't grow on Afognak or Kodiak Island. It is as big across as a boy
is tall, and must have arrived inland on Afognak on a tidal wave many years ago. As Apaa recounts what happened to he
and his family in 1964 when a huge tidal wave swept over Afognak Village, he reminds his grandchildren that the Alutiq
Comments, Notes, people have survived many disasters and yet remain strong people.

Annotations

Additional Awards & Other Reviews:
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