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Select One

Does the author use good
writing skills: strong voice,
good word choice, accurate
descriptions, interesting
dialogue and effective
imagery?

Yes

COMMENTS
Absolutely. Kirkpatrick Hill gives her characters an authentic voice of a young
Alaska Native boy in 1970's Alaska. The dialog between the siblings is realistic,
as well as the power struggle for the older boy taking care of his younger sister,
whose problem solving is spot on.

NONFICTION
Are text & illustrations

Organization organized clearly? Do they

N/A

facilitate understanding &
engagement?

Accuracy

Are the information &
illustrations accurate? Are
resources cited?

Authority

Does the author/illustrator
have background or
credentials that qualify
them to write this book?

N/A

N/A

PICTURE BOOKS OR ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Artistry

Folktale
Realistic Fiction
Historical Fiction
Poetry
Biography
Information

Jill Krueger, MAT student UAS School of Education

FICTION

Craft

GENRE: Select One

Are the illustrations
skillfully rendered? Do
they complement &
extend the text?

N/A

Are illustrations engaging? Is

Visual Appeal the design appealing?

N/A
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CULTURAL APPROPRIATENESS

Do text & illustrations

SELECT ONE

Yes

COMMENTS

Touches on gender equality where traditional gender roles play a part in the
decisions the characters make.

Inclusiveness address racial, cultural,
and gender equality?

Cultural
Awareness

Attribution

Does the book promote
cultural awareness?

Are appropriate
attributions made to the
source of the story, if
applicable?

Yes

The author stated that she wrote this book in part to preserve the past for kids
growing up in rural Alaska to remember how things were in this region before
modern influences continued to infiltrate Alaska Native culture.

Yes

Is controversy associated No

Cultural
with this book? (Notes
Acceptance please)

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE

Audience

Kid Factor

Are text & illustrations
appropriate for intended
age group & audience?

SELECT ONE

Yes

Will young people want to Yes
read or listen to this story?

Does the book stimulate

Yes

Engagement imagination, critical
thinking, curiosity?

Educational
value? Does it enhance
Relevance curriculum?

Does this book have

Yes

Is the book in print or
available from libraries?

Yes

Timeliness

Awards

Has the Book won any
awards?

Yes

COMMENTS

The story is told from the perspective of an 11-year-old boy, which engages the
audience reading juvenile fiction.

Although this book takes place almost 50 years ago, contemporary youth can relate
to the characters. Siblings working together, loss of parents, alcoholism are themes
that are still relevant.

The characters have to think critically and problem solve to survive without the
assistance of adults. When adults are involved in the plot it is in terms which make
the youth powerless in major life decisions. This stimulates the reader into thinking
about how to adapt, improvise and overcome challenges.

This book addresses the complex social issues of rural Alaska. It also is a historical
fiction about Alaska in 1970 where the vestiges of the "old days," before villages got
phones, television or Internet

Die Blaue Brillenschlange ,Switzerland, an international award for third-world
children’s literature
Blue Ribbon Award from the Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books, 1991.
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After the death of both parents, Toughboy and Sister, two Alaska Native children, are left to survive on their own at their
fish camp in the wilderness of the Yukon River.

One Sentence
Summary

After their mother passes away in childbirth, a brother and sister face possible separation as community members plan to
place them with different relatives. Their father decides to take them to their family fish camp in hopes of coping together
with their loss, but he becomes a victim of his struggles with alcohol. With only each other and their dog for company,
11-year-old Toughboy and a younger sister spend the summer at the family fish camp on the Yukon River. A simply told,
authentic story set in the Alaskan wilderness.

Comments, Notes,
Annotations

Additional Awards & Other Reviews:
Ten Best of the Year by Chicago’s Center for Children’s Books, 1991.
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