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FICTION

Craft

GENRE: Select One

Does the author use good
writing skills: strong voice,
good word choice, accurate
descriptions, interesting
dialogue and effective
imagery?

Yes

COMMENTS
The author is an internationally acclaimed poet. Craft of language is his creed.
His descriptions evoke the images he describes.

NONFICTION
Are text & illustrations
Organization organized clearly? Do they
facilitate understanding &
engagement?

Accuracy

Are the information &
illustrations accurate? Are
resources cited?

Authority

Does the author/illustrator
have background or
credentials that qualify
them to write this book?

Yes

Partially

Yes

Very successful together - words give shape to form and form defines or informs
the textual body. They collaborate in creating a complete poetic picture of
animals living North of the 49th parallel under the North Star.

The animals noted and written about are identified Arctic or Alaskan animals
and the landscape is also that.

Ted Hughes is an internationally acclaimed poet with multiple other publications.
Leonard Baskin was an American sculptor, illustrator, wood-engraver,
printmaker, graphic artist, writer and teacher who produced works over five
decades. He is considered one of the preeminent figures of 20th century
American art.

PICTURE BOOKS OR ILLUSTRATED BOOKS

Artistry

Are the illustrations
skillfully rendered? Do
they complement &
extend the text?

Are illustrations engaging? Is
Visual Appeal the design appealing?

Yes

Yes

The text and the illustrations, especially these beautiful watercolor images,
wonderfully compliment each other. They enrich the content of each.

The illustrations are wonderfully done in watercolors and are very engaging and
appealing. They give form to Hughes' evocative words.
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CULTURAL APPROPRIATENESS

Do text & illustrations

SELECT ONE

COMMENTS

N/A

Inclusiveness address racial, cultural,
and gender equality?

Cultural
Awareness

Attribution

Does the book promote
cultural awareness?

Are appropriate
attributions made to the
source of the story, if
applicable?

N/A

N/A

Is controversy associated N/A

Cultural
with this book? (Notes
Acceptance please)

INDICATORS OF EXCELLENCE

Audience

Kid Factor

Are text & illustrations
appropriate for intended
age group & audience?

SELECT ONE

Partially

Will young people want to Partially
read or listen to this story?

Does the book stimulate

Yes

Engagement imagination, critical
thinking, curiosity?

Does this book have

Educational
value? Does it enhance
Relevance curriculum?

Yes

COMMENTS

Poetry is a cultivated genre. In curriculum and instruction, it depends on a prepared
audience or student body and prior activities to cultivate that appreciation and
engagement. The fact that the poems are about animals that live north of the 49th
parallel is one of the engagement elements of the book.

Poetry is often a challenging genre to engage students in. This beautiful book of
poetry may be used in visualization for creative writing techniques. Students could
act out a poem or series of verses or maybe paint what the poems conjure in their
minds.

It stimulates imagination and curiosity as we imagine the polar skies via Hughes
authorial voice. Critical thinking may be about what he saw then and what we see
now under the North Star, or whether those same animals written about are still
thriving in the Arctic.

This is a beautiful collection of poems about the Arctic and the North Star. It may be
used to compliment textbooks. Comparing Hughes' poetic description of animals to
factual ones may also be an interesting curriculum-based activity.

Out of print but available used and in libraries

Is the book in print or
available from libraries?

Yes

Timeliness

Has the Book won any
awards?

Yes

Awards
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"Under the North Star" is a collection of poems by the acclaimed poet Ted Huges, illustrated with watercolors by Leonard
Baskin, that eloquently describes the animals who live north of the 49th parallel.

One Sentence
Summary

Comments, Notes,
Annotations

Additional Awards & Other Reviews:
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